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THE COMPTROLLER ORNERAL
DECIFION | OF THE UNITED STATES
WABHINBRTON, D.C., 20888
: TE: §
FiLE 8-190984 DATE: Farch 9, 197
MATTER OF:
A Technics
LIGEOT:

#hery protest letter is dated and reveived

by GAO more than 10 worklng days after receipt
by proteater of denial by contracting activity
of original protest to activiiy, protest is
untimely filed and not for consideration,

The opening date for guotes on Department of
Agriculture (Beltsville) reguest for guotatinns
No. 21023 was Auquat- 25, 1977. After an cvalpation
cf the products offered by the various responding Firms
it was determiiied that the Commonwealth Scientific
Corporation had submitted the lowest, acc¢zpiable offer.
Accordingly, award was made to that firm on September 7.
The offered equipment was received and accepted by the
Governmeat under the- contract on September 27; payment
was made by check dated Nuvember 8.

Technics protested the award by letter dated
Octiber 17 to the contracting activity, contending
that the awarded item did not meet the spacifications.
The contracting activity denied thia protest by letter
dated November 22 (a letter which Technics received
at least by Docember 5). Technics replied to thiso
denial by letter dated December 5, and by letter
dated December 23 (after a second denial by the
activity) protested the matter to our Office.

T¢ hnica received the denial of its protest by
the contracting activity at least by December 5.
The date of the Technics protest letter to our Qffice
and the date of its receipt here were both more than
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10 working days after December 5. While Technics en-
gaged ir further cocrespondence with the contracting
activity which resulted in a second denial of its pro-
test by letter dated Nacember 18, the initial (and con-
trolling) adverse agzncy action {the original protest
denial) occrics? wo later than December 5. 52 Comp.

Gen. 20 (1972); National Flooring Company, B-:88019,
February 24, 1677, 77-1 CPD 13B. &ince ¥t ls provided
in our Bid Protest Procedures {see 4 C.F.R. § 20.2(%»)
(1977)) that a.protest filed initiallv with the con-
tracting activity must be filed with our Office at
least within 10 working days of the protester's receipt
of initial denial by the contracting activiiy of the
protest in order to be considered by our Cffice, the
protest is untimely filed and not fur our considerstion
on the merits..
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General Counsel
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